Polymeric hydrogels are ideal carriers for sensitive hydrophilic bioactive molecules such as proteins, but have also been extensively explored for small molecule drugs. However, due to their high water content and the diffusivity of hydrophilic drugs, a rapid release over a few hours is a common observation for such systems [1] . A prolonged drug release may be possible by establishing physical interactions or covalent bonds between the drug and the hydrogel matrix [2] , but this requires a specific design of the matrix polymer possibly limiting its applicability only to a single drug. Therefore, alternative, more widely employable approaches are of interest for sustained release via hydrogels.
